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This influence has gone so deep that scholars have at
times been led to regard all Indian languages as variations
from one common Sanskritic base. Even a language like
Tamil, with a literature which was fairly developed before
the advent of the Aryans on the Indian scene, has not escaped
this influence. The Sanskritic tradition has not faded with
the passage of time. New languages which came in the
wake of new invaders challenged its supremacy, but Sanskrit
has held and perhaps deepened its influence. All Indian
languages thus have a large common vocabulary and
exhibit marked similarities in grammatical structure. Even
more remarkable is the unity of temperament expressed
in all of them. The earliest Tamil poetry is full of the
hatred of the Dravidian for the Aryan invader. The early
literature of the Aryans expresses their fear and hatred
of the Dravidian and other pre-Aryans. The mood of
conflict and hatred does not however persist for long.
The spirit of accommodation which united the different
races into one social system also expressed itself in the
literatures of India and softened the antagonism of races
and tribes.